20th ANNIVERSARY OF SUWAŁKI
SPECIAL ECONOMIC ZONE

Calendar
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1996

September – Establishment of Suwałki Special Economic Zone
October – Issuance of the ﬁrst permit to carry out business within the Zone
December – Wrap-up of the year, oﬃcial handing over of the ﬁrst 12 permits to investors to carry out
business

1997

June – Commissioning of the ﬁrst manufacturing plant within Suwałki Subzone
(Sido & Partner )
July – Commissioning of the ﬁrst manufacturing plant within Ełk Subzone (Prodeko Ełk)

1998

April – Issuance of the 50th permit (Idea Nord)

1999

February – Commissioning of the ﬁrst manufacturing plant within Gołdap Subzone (BUDOMEX PUZA)

2000

November – Issuance of the 100th permit to carry out business (Nord-Plast)

2005

Establishment of Grajewo Subzone (Pﬂeiderer MDF)

2007

Establishment of Małkinia Subzone (Rockwool Polska)

2008

Establishment of Białystok Subzone

2013

Establishment of Łomża Subzone

2014

June – Issuance of the 200th permit

2015

October – Extension of SSSE with further subzones;
SSSE comprises 18 subzones and covers the area of 635.0653 hectares

2016

June – Wrap-up: nearly 10,000 employees, 226 permits issued, nearly 3 billion invested.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
The year 2016 marks the 20th anniversary of Suwałki Special Economic Zone. Recapitulating its
accomplishments in hindsight, one must admit that the outcomes are extremely successful.
Suwałki Special Economic Zone was established not only at a very special time, but also at a very special
place. Economic stagnation was particularly noticeable here, and it actually translated into prevailing
living conditions. The main idea underlining the establishment of Suwałki Special Economic Zone in this
north-east region of Poland was primarily the strive to mitigate the ever growing rate of unemployment
by means of application of ﬁnancial incentives, resulting in the initiation of new investments or export
development.
We started with 430 hectares of investment areas located within three subzones owned by the
SSSE J.S.C. shareholders: in Ełk, Suwałki and Gołdap. The beginnings were not easy, but owing to the tools
we received upon establishment of the Zone, we successively supported activities carried out by new
investors, thus directly contributing to the economic development of our region.
Today, you can see SSSE J.S.C. has succeeded signiﬁcantly. Nearly 10 thousand new jobs, nearly 3 billion
Polish zlotys invested by entrepreneurs - these are but a few measurable beneﬁts of SSSE J.S.C. operation
throughout those twenty years. However, there are also some immeasurable results: new investments
which - while creating new jobs - generate revenues that positively affect the situation of families and
households. The noticeable social and economic development of our region can be felt on an everyday
basis - we can observe an ever greater standard of living that is becoming closer to European standards.
Presently, following the extensions, in particular the 2015 extensions, the area covered by our activities
has been increased nearly twice, and the number of SSSE subzones has increased to as many as eighteen.
This provides new opportunities to support interesting and innovative initiatives, and to gain further
experience.
Our presence in the economic market is recognised by both investors and local governments.
We also recognise SSSE J.S.C. contribution to the economic development of our region.
Over the twenty years there were numerous events signiﬁcant to the development of the north-east of
Poland. We do hope that the coming years will be as fruitful.
On our part, we can promise we will exert every effort aimed at Suwałki Special Economic Zone further
achieving successes we can pride ourselves on today.

Management Board:
Vice-President
Jan Stanisław Kap

President
Leszek Dec

Vice-President
Wojciech Kierwajtys
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Suwałki Special Economic Zone was established
on 1 September 1996. Its investment area has been changed often,
and at present the Zone operates within the area of 635 hectares, in
three voivodeships: the Podlaskie Voivodeship, the Warmińsko-Mazurskie Voivodeship, and the Mazowieckie Voivodeship; it comprises 18
subzones, and it is considered one of the most dynamically developing
economic zones in the country. New investment areas, attracting with
their location and price, successively developed road infrastructure,
strong base of young and educated specialists applying modern technologies are the assets presenting Suwałki Special Economic Zone
as a zone of great opportunities and unlimited perspectives.
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A vast majority of companies operating within SSSE includes leaders in
such industry sectors as the wood industry, the plastics industry, the
metals industry, mechanical and electrical engineering, the building
materials industry, precision mechanics, the food industry, the clothing
industry, the printing and the paper industry. In production, they use
innovative technologies and management methods ensuring top
quality of their products. SSSE features Polish investors mostly, among
them Porta KMI Poland, Padma Art, Malow, Iryd, Salag, Aquael, Masterpress and Serwistal.

Suwałki Special Economic Zone has played a crucial role
in the improvement of the economic condition of the north-east
of Poland. As a result of the consistency and involvement of those managing the Zone, more than 100 entrepreneurs are currently operating here. Over those twenty years, the Zone issued 226 permits, and
companies invested nearly 3 billion Polish zlotys and created nearly
10 thousand jobs. Owing to the investment areas within the Zone,
modern industrial centres were developed, within which highly developed and technologically advanced manufacturing plants operate.
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Such great results are the outcome of a long-term strategy pursued by
SSSE J.S.C., obtaining investments by means of focusing on selected
industries, opening to innovative technologies, or supporting of the
diversiﬁcation the business activity.
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On the other hand, foreign investors include companies from Germany, Denmark, Sweden, Finland, Netherlands, Switzerland, Lithuania or
Ukraine. Among them are: Pﬂeiderer MDF, Rockwool Polska, X-Yachts
Composites, Rosti Bianor, Nibe-Biawar, Robur Polska, VA-Varuste
Polska, KAN, BRAVILOR Polska, Wematool and Origmed.
Suwałki Special Economic Zone J.S.C. can pride itself on its
enormous experience regarding cooperation with local governments
with whom they develop optimised investment offers for investors,
and cooperation with business environment institutions, including
science and technology parks, clusters and institutions supporting
entrepreneurship. Suwałki Special Economic Zone J.S.C. is
a member of, among others, the Chamber of Industry and
Commerce in Białystok, the Podlasie Region Business Club, the
Chamber of Industry and Commerce in Suwałki, the Polish-German
Chamber of Industry and Commerce, the Metal Processing Cluster, the
Polish Wood Cluster, or Grajewo Industrial Cluster.

Operations of Suwałki Special Economic Zone J.S.C. are also
being developed in the area of education. SSSE J.S.C. collaborates with
numerous schools (among them the State School of Higher Vocational
Education in Suwałki, Białystok University of Technology, Łomża State
University of Applied Sciences), it is a patron of contests, sponsor of
awards for start-ups, and a co-organiser of promotional campaigns.
The launching of a scholarship programme aimed at secondary education students was an important activity regarding
promotion and support of vocational education, with particular attention paid to specialisations consistent with preferences of entrepreneurs operating within SSSE.
Dynamic changes regarding provision of adequate transportation infrastructure as well as modern business space (industrial
quarters in Ełk, Suwałki, Gołdap and Białystok) have substantially
transformed the region within which Suwałki Special Economic Zone
operates. Economic development has improved, the rate of unemployment has been effectively decreasing, and the inhabitants’ standards
of living have been improving. Such transformation can be particularly
seen in the social and economic life of the Shareholder Cities.

Ełk, thought of as a ”picturesque land of Mazurian lakes”, is
now a city characterised by expansive economic development.
In mid-1990s, during the transformation of the country, manufacturing
plants in Ełk were either closed down, or they went bankrupt, and
the rate of unemployment increased. The City of Ełk then tried to form
Suwałki Special Economic Zone J.S.C., operating in collaboration with
the State Treasury, the City of Gołdap and the City of Suwałki. In total,
the City allocated nearly 107 hectares of land to be made available
to future investors. In 2013 a decision was made to extend SSSE Ełk
Subzone with additional 23 hectares of land. The area features the
Science and Technology Park comprising Logistics and Services Centre, Technology Incubator, Entrepreneurship Incubator, and Research,
Development and Education Centre with its Laboratory.
Today, Ełk Subzone is a modern industrial quarter of the city within
the area of which 43 entrepreneurs, featuring domestic and foreign
capital, carry out their operations. Apart from local companies, there
are companies – well-known entrepreneurs of the Polish economic

market, awarded such titles as ”WARMIA MAZURY Product”, ”National
Innovation and Development Leader”, or awarded the ”Entrepreneur of
the Year White Lily Award”. The value of the investments completed
reached the level of more than 664 million Polish zlotys.
The Zone has provided jobs to 2300 people.

Ełk provides job opportunities within various industry sectors:
the metals industry sector, the wood industry sector, the furniture
industry sector, the electronics industry sector, or the building industry
sector.
Gołdap-a health resort, one of barely 45 Polish cities that can
pride itself on the status-is the next Shareholder City transformed following the establishment of SSSE. Many are of the opinion that the air
in the city is one of the cleanest in Poland. It has a healing waters and
a spa park. Visitors can also take advantage of some graduation towers
and a salt cave.
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Establishment of Gołdap Subzone within the Suwałki Special Economic Zone had a signiﬁcant impact on the current condition of the city.
The Subzone was established near a crossing border with the Russian
Federation, and this continues to be one of its greatest assets. The
other, perhaps the most important one, are the dynamically developing companies from all around Poland, employing approximately
1,300 people, and having invested nearly 217 million Polish zlotys.
Investments carried out within the Subzone were a turning point for
Gołdap, and they initiated economic revitalisation of the region.

Today, 13 entrepreneurs carry out their operations within the Subzone. Various industry sectors featured here include the wood sector,
the paper sector, the metals and the plastics sectors, and even the
boat-building sector.
Establishment of Suwałki Special Economic Zone was also
a turning point for the development of Suwałki, the third Shareholder
City. Located in a picturesque and attractive region, the city attracted
tourists from both Poland and Europe, enchanted by the landscapes
of Suwałki Region.
Owing to Suwałki Special Economic Zone, the city has also become
a place of interest to investors. For the last twenty years, entrepreneurs
have invested more than 763 million Polish zlotys, and they have
provided more than 3,000 jobs.
A modern industrial quarter of Suwałki, established at a strategic location (close to the planned Via Baltica), has changed the image
of the city; it now consolidates numerous industry sectors, and it is
becoming one of the best developing economic regions in the
north-east of Poland. Many entrepreneurs take advantage of human
resources and traditions cultivated in the area for years and mainly
pertaining to the wooden and the metals industry.

The companies pride themselves on their accomplishments in the domestic and the international market, and they beneﬁt from prestigious
awards and distinctions. Their products are patented and certiﬁed in
numerous European countries, and the entrepreneurs are awarded
such titles as the ‚Polish Business Leader’, ‚Export Leader’, or ‚Innovation Leader’.
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Suwałki Subzone continues to attract investors. New businesses,
for instance aquaristics, electronics, building and clothing businesses,
are developing. The entrepreneurs are creating new jobs.
Development of Suwałki Special Economic Zone is accelerating. The Zone commences the 21st year of its operation with outlooks
that encourage optimism. The Zone offers plenty of excellently develo-

ped investment areas, and it records entrepreneurs’ continuing interest
in making their investments within the Zone. Both small yet advanced
technological companies and large companies with signiﬁcant capital
come to the Zone. The very anniversary year of 2016 is exceptional.
By June 2016, Suwałki Special Economic Zone J.S.C. had issued 12
permits. New entrepreneurs declared to invest more than 460 million
Polish zlotys and to create 350 new jobs. The Zone plans to issue
several more permits by the end of the year.
Suwałki Special Economic Zones is looking towards further
years of development, support to entrepreneurs and promotion of
innovative businesses, which will change the image of the economy of
the north-east of Poland.

We ’ve been trusted
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Registered ofﬁce in Suwałki

Ofﬁce in Ełk

T. Noniewicz 49 street
16-400 Suwałki

A. Mickiewicz 15 street
19-300 Ełk

Phone/Fax No: ( + 48 87) 565 2217
Phone/Fax No: ( + 48 87) 565 2449

Phone No: ( + 48 87) 610 6272
Fax: (+ 48 87) 610 3353

e-mail: ssse@ssse.com.pl
e-mail: suwalki@ssse.com.pl

e-mail: elk@ssse.com.pl
e-mail: goldap@ssse.com.pl

www.ssse.com.pl

